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Regional Competitiveness Report Methodology
The annual Regional Competitiveness Report (RCR) is a data-based assessment 
of Tampa Bay’s strengths and weaknesses across a diverse set of indicators, 
measuring our performance against 19 benchmark communities nationwide.

and businesses. Together, they create a framework for prosperity and lead to 
Outcomes that indicate whether our economy is growing, and if that growth is 
being enjoyed by everyone.

following respective sources:

CIVIC QUALITY

Residents

Report
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ECONOMIC VITALITY

Statistics

INFRASTRUCTURE

Residents

Transit Ridership per Capita

Discontinued as of the 2026 report.
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INNOVATION

OUTCOMES

Poverty Rate

Youth Poverty Rate
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TALENT

Professional

Talent is further sub-divided into Florida Talent Indicators (FTI), measuring only across the State of Florida, 
given the nature of the data. 
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counties). 

regional value, we do so by weighting the component values by an appropriate 

instances, the Tampa Bay regional value remains close to the value of the Tampa-
St. Petersburg-Clearwater metro.

decennial Census.  Population estimates, where needed for the calculations, are 
derived either from the original data source, or from the Census Bureau’s Population 

Tampa-St. Petersburg- 
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are used in place of 1-year estimates.

The notes that follow are for only select indicators where the methodology may 

the end of this document.

Civic Quality:

Affordability: Housing + 
Transportation Expenditures as a Percentage of Income is computed by 
aggregating housing and transportation spending as a percentage of household 

insurance; as well as rents and tenant insurance), utilities, fuel, public services, 

indices on payments on vehicles, leases, gasoline and motor oil, maintenance and 
repairs, vehicle insurance, driver’s license fees, registrations, and inspection fees, as 

are also included.

Cultural and Recreational Establishments are obtained from the Bureau of Labor 

represents the annual average count of private establishments that fall under 

of physical worksites, as one company may have several worksites.

Median Daily Air Quality Index (AQI) is the median value of all available daily 
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The Total Crime Index and the Violent (Personal) Crime Index are obtained from 
 

 
including burglary, larceny, motor vehicle theft, assault, robbery, rape, and murder. 
The last four crimes fall under the violent crime category.  These estimates are 

 
 

compared to the national average.

Updated data for this indicator were not available at the time of production for the 
2026 RCR. Therefore, values shown reflect those reported in the 2025 RCR. 

Primary Care Physician (PCP) and Mental Health Provider (MHP) data is 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

numbers associated with those datasets are used.

Economic Vitality:
Average Wages in the Service Sector are obtained from the Bureau of Labor 

 
 

 
 

 

Job Growth Rate is computed as the June year-over-year change in total nonfarm 

Advanced Industry Gross Regional Product (GRP) Growth Rate and the Share 
of Advanced Industry Jobs  
Lightcast relies on its own internal modeling on data from the Census Bureau’s 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Brookings 

Institution  
industries such as auto-making and aerospace to energy industries such as oil 
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Merchandise Exports Growth Rate is computed as the year-over-year change in 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

The 2026 RCR utilized 2023–2024 data, the most recently available source data at the 
time of publication. As a result, a data year was skipped between report cycles. The 
2025 RCR utilized 2021–2022 data, and 2022–2023 data were not included. 

Existing Home Sales Price Growth Rate is computed as the June year-over-year 
 
 

 
 

home sales to derive the closest possible estimate to the U.S. Census Bureau’s 
 

metros are aggregated and weighted to derive the Tampa Bay metro area.

Business Establishment Start Rate  
BDS codebook  

 
the BDS  the 
count of establishment entrants in year t divided by the average count of 

 
count of year t establishments are longitudinally consistent with the count in year 

 

Infrastructure:
Airline Passenger Growth Rate relies on the year-over-year change in 
enplanements at all commercial service airports within a metro area.  The Tampa 

 

Transit Ridership, which represents Total Unlinked Passenger Trips, and 
Transit (Total) Vehicle Revenue Miles  
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Annual Hours Lost in Congestion  
Scorecard, which reports congestion across major cities globally.  These may not 

 
one city is included and weighted by its population.  Based on the cities available in 

 

Share of Pavement Condition Rated Fair or Good is obtained from TRIP and reflects 
the combined share of roadway pavement classified as “fair” or “good.” The 
measure is based on TRIP’s analysis of the Federal Highway Administration’s Urban 
Pavement Condition data. 

Updated data for this indicator were not available at the time of production for the 
2026 RCR. Therefore, values shown reflect those reported in the 2025 RCR.

Pedestrian and Cyclist Fatalities is the county sum of all pedestrians and 
pedalcyclists killed in fatal crashes.  The total for each metro area is the sum of all 

 
decennial Census delineations.

Share of Residents Living in a Walkable Neighborhood was discontinued in the 2026 
RCR due to data quality concerns and insufficient methodological transparency from 
Walk Score®. Recent changes to the underlying data and the exclusion of several 
highly walkable neighborhoods limited the indicator’s reliability and comparability 
over time.

Innovation:
Patent Awards  

 
 

 
 
 

determined by patent number, which are de-duplicated to avoid double counting 
where more than one inventor may be associated with a given patent award.

SBIR/STTR Award data is obtained from the U.S. Small Business 
 

Technology Transfer (STTR) programs encourage small businesses to engage 
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commercialization. Awards are filtered by state and addresses are geocoded in 
ArcGIS to obtain the aggregated award amount within a given CBSA. The per capita 
value reflects population estimates from the Census Bureau’s Population Estimates 
Program to match the dataset year. 

University Research & Development (R&D) Expenditures  
 

 
 

These values are reported in thousands of dollars.

University Technology Licensing  
Universities are assigned to a metro area based on their physical location.  Certain 
state university systems report as one entity, despite campuses in several distinct 

 
 

 
 

In prior years, the “University Tech Licensing” dataset typically carried a three-year 
lag; for example, the 2025 report reflected 2022 data. For the 2026 report, 2024 data 
became available. Consistent with the Partnership’s methodology of using the most 
current available data, one data year (2023) was skipped between report cycles. 

Talent:
Note on K-12 Florida Department of Education (FDOE) Assessments: Beginning with 
the 2022-23 school year, Florida implemented new statewide, standardized 
assessments in English Language Arts (ELA) and Mathematics: Florida Assessment 
of Student Thinking (FAST) and updated Algebra I and Geometry end-of-course 
assessments aligned with the new the Benchmarks in Excellent Student Thinking 
(B.E.S.T.) content standards.  The results from the 2022-23 B.E.S.T. assessments 
cannot be compared to the former ELA and Mathematics assessments used from 
2015-16 through 2021-22 that were aligned with the Florida Standards and reported 
on a different score scale with different cut scores.

While the RCR reports results across multiple years, caution is recommended 
when comparing different years using different assessments for growth and 
gains.  

Kindergarten Readiness rates for the 2026 RCR reflect a score of 707 or higher on 
the Florida Assessment of Student Thinking (FAST) Star Early Literacy (SEL) 
Assessment given in Fall 2024. Results are based on the first assessment 
administered to each student (Progress Monitoring 1). Prior to AY 2024-2025, 
students were considered kindergarten ready with a score of 690 or higher. Prior to 
AY 2022-2023, the Florida Kindergarten Readiness Screener (FLKRS) Star Early 
Literacy assessment was administered, with a passing score of 500 or higher.
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English Language Arts Third Grade Reading scores reflect the percentage of 
students earning a level 3 or above on the Florida Assessment of Student Thinking 
(FAST), aligned with the Benchmarks in Excellent Student Thinking (B.E.S.T.) 
standards, based on the Progress Monitoring 3 results. Prior to AY 2022-2023, the 
Florida Standards Assessment (FSA) was administered. 

Note from FDOE: For the 2022-2023 school year only, student achievement levels are 
provisional and are linked to the 2021-2022 reporting scale, as required by law. For 
2023-2024 and beyond, scores will be reported on a new scale. 

Math Third and Eighth Grade  
 
 

 

Note from FDOE: For the 2022-2023 school year only, student achievement levels are 
provisional and are linked to the 2021-2022 reporting scale, as required by law. For 
2023-2024 and beyond, scores will be reported on a new scale.

Science Fifth and Eighth Grade  

Biology I End-of-Course (EOC)  

Algebra I End-of-Course (EOC)  
 

Note from FDOE: For the 2022-2023 school year only, student achievement levels are 
provisional and are linked to the 2021-2022 reporting scale, as required by law. For 
2023-2024 and beyond, scores will be reported on a new scale.

SAT Scores  a 
given academic year, as reported by the College Board as of mid-July after each 

 

 
 

 
below and above the baccalaureate level are used.

STEM Degree Production  
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High School Graduation Rates and High School Graduation Rate Economically 
Disadvantaged

graduation rates as the percentage of students who graduated within four years of 
their initial enrollment in ninth grade.  This value does not count deceased students 
or students who transferred out of the public school system; however, incoming 
transfer students are included based on their grade level and year of entry.  The 
high school graduation rate of economically disadvantaged students is calculated 

economically disadvantaged.  

The Share of Population Ages 16-24 Neither Employed nor Enrolled in School (ie 

The Labor Force Participation Rate

Outcomes:
The Unemployment Rate

The Financial Instability: ALICE + Poverty Rate
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methodology provides additional information.  

The Poverty Rate, Full-time Worker Poverty Rate, and Youth Poverty Rate are all 
 

 
 
 
 

months.

Gross Regional Product (GRP) per Capita and GRP Growth Rate are obtained from 
 

Updated data for this indicator were not available at the time of production for the 
2026 RCR. Therefore, values shown reflect those reported in the 2025 RCR. 

The Net Migration Rate is the ratio of net migration in a given year relative to the 
previous year’s population estimate.  The counties selected are those designated 

The In-Migration Rate Ages 25-34  
 

 
 
 

 
outside the state.  

at lfarriss@tampabay.org

For more detailed information regarding any of the indicators, please
contact Sarah Burgoyne, Senior Director of Research and Public Policy 
at sburgoyne@tampabay.org




